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As I reflect on the past year, I am grateful for the significant growth and 

impact of our programs due to your continued support.

We have been privileged to bear witness to countless inspiring stories 

of resilience, hope and restoration.  Among many noteworthy highlights 

of this year, one achievement stands out in particular: the successful 

completion of phase 1 of the Mistletoe Clinical Trial.  This monumental 

milestone marks the first step towards mistletoe therapy becoming part 

of standard of care oncology and being covered by insurance.  We are 

already in discussions in designing phase 2 as we actively raise the 1.5 

million dollars needed to begin.  

As you read this year’s annual report, you too will be filled with hope 

and optimism for the future.  Together, we continue to build a strong 

foundation in helping those who are facing, fighting, and overcoming 

cancer.  Thank you for being an integral part of Believe Big.

With heartfelt appreciation,

Ivelisse Page,  

Executive Director & Co-Founder

Believe Big & The Believe Big Institute of Health



After facing, fighting, and overcoming 

stage IV colon cancer, Ivelisse Page 

wanted to reach out to other patients 

facing the many challenges she 

encountered through her cancer 

journey. After assembling a team of 

doctors and accumulating extensive 

research, Ivelisse and her husband, 

Jimmy, compiled reliable resources 

to heal the whole person physically, 

spiritually, mentally and emotionally. 

They established Believe Big in 2011 to 

help families bridge the gap between 

conventional and complementary 

medicine for fighting cancer.
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OUR VISION
To see cancer patients and their families discover �their pathway to healing. 

OUR MISSION
To help families face, fight, and overcome cancer. 

OUR FOCUS
• Educate individuals on a comprehensive approach to cancer prevention and treatment.

• Connect patients with physicians trained in mistletoe therapy, oncology nutritionists, and  
the resources necessary to help them advocate for their own health.

• Provide spiritual support to help patients and their families overcome fear and anxiety.

• Overcome cancer with the development of The Believe Big Institute of Health and supporting �the 
ongoing phases of the Mistletoe Clinical �Trial in collaboration with The Johns Hopkins� University 
School of Medicine.

CORE VALUES

“We believe it  
 before we see it.”

“We love, care,  
     and serve.”

“We are better together.”

 

“We do the right things 
for the right reasons.”

FAITH

TEAMWORK

COMPASSION

INTEGRITY



BELIEVE
MUGS

MISTLETOE
& NUTRITION

GRANTS

OUR PROGRAMS

OUR NETWORK

OTHER METRICS

396,902
TOTAL IMPACT
/REACH

$107K
GRANTS
AWARDED

EDUCATIONAL
RESOURCES

HOPE
BASKETS
& PRAYER

We connect patients with physicians 
trained in mistletoe therapy, oncology 
nutritionists, and the resources necessary 
to help them advocate for their own health.

When we began in 2011 we only had  
two physicians we could direct patients  
to for mistletoe and nutrition therapy. 
 
Today we have a network  
of over 71 practitioners.

540
MUGS
DISTRIBUTED HOPE

33
HOPE  
BASKETS
DELIVERED



OUR FINANCIALS

MISTLETOE
CLINICAL

TRIAL

PATIENT
ADVOCACY 

WELLNESS
EVENTS &

WEBINARS

BELIEVE BIG 
INSTITUTE 
OF HEALTH

Contributions & Revenues:  
$897,881

Expenses:  
$851,190

Change in Net Assets:  
$46,691

Total Assets:  
$992,013

Total Liabilities:  
$197,293

Net Assets: 
$794,720

PATIENTS
IMPACTED >



BELIEVE BIG REACH

PATIENTS IMPACTED 

1 mil 
MONTHLY WEBSITE TRAFFIC 

4.2k 
YOUTUBE SUBSCRIBERS 

1.97k
FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS 

7.9k
INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS 

6.3k
PODCAST DOWNLOADS 

84.3k+
EMAIL SUBSCRIBERS 

14.6k

Believe Big  offers a weekly 
podcast developed to help you 
find answers about integrative 
cancer treatments and prevention. 
Join Ivelisse as she takes a deep 
dive into your healing with health 
experts, integrative oncology 
practitioners, best-selling authors, 
biblical faith leaders, and cancer 
thrivers from around the globe.

www.believebig.org/podcast

BELIEVE BIG PODCAST

https://believebigpodcast.buzzsprout.com/
https://believebigpodcast.buzzsprout.com/


Help Make Phase II a Reality!

In the United States, most clinical trials are funded by 
pharmaceutical companies, which have vested interests in 
bringing a new drug to market. Unfortunately, it’s challenging 
for remarkable therapeutic substances like mistletoe to 
undergo rigorous study. Only through our collective efforts 
can we make this a reality. Last year we celebrated the 
completion of Phase 1. However, there is more to be done. I 
have been in discussions with Johns Hopkins and researchers 
in Germany regarding the design of phase 2. BUT, in order to 
even begin any phase 2 trial, we need to raise $500,000 of 
the estimated 1.5 million dollars needed for phase 2. To date 
we have raised $117,000 of the $500,000.

See the latest updates here: 
www.believebig.org/clinicaltrial

PHASE II CLINICAL TRIAL

CONVENTIONAL & COMPLEMENTARY

BELIEVE BIG
BRIDGING
THE GAP

CONVENTIONAL COMPLEMENTARY

CHEMOTHERAPY

HORMONE THERAPY

IMMUNOTHERAPY

RADIATION

SURGERY

TARGETED THERAPY

STEM CELL

BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT

ACUPUNCTURE
HERBAL MEDICINE
HOMEOPATHY
MISTLETOE THERAPY
OZONE THERAPY
HYPERTHERMIA
CHELATION
NUTRITION SUPPORT
PRAYER
MASSAGE
LIGHT THERAPIES
PEMF
ART & MUSIC THERAPY

Nutrition + Mistletoe Grants
Through our grant programs, 
we approved over 400 grants 
valued at $107k. These grants 
were distributed across various 
key areas: 277 were allocated 
for consultations, ensuring 
recipients had access to 
integrative medical care and 
support; 102 were specifically 
for mistletoe IV treatments; 20 
focused on nutrition, supporting 
the health and dietary needs of 
our beneficiaries; and 1 special 
grant was awarded to address 
a unique and critical need.



“I Have Cancer, 
 Now What?” 
  VIDEO SERIES

The problem that most cancer patients are experiencing.  

Once diagnosed, patients:

•	 Are immediately rushed on a conveyor belt of treatment with only three options: chemo, 
radiation, and surgery. 

•	 Don’t realize that their care should be individualized and not standardized. 
•	 Don’t think they have time to investigate other options not knowing that it typically takes 

cancer seven to ten years to grow in the first place. 
•	 Are so overwhelmed with just being diagnosed that they aren’t sure of what questions to 

ask or that there is a better way where they can complement treatments and have a great 
quality and quantity of life. 

•	 Are trying to figure out how they are going to be able to sustain their family financially.
•	 Hear the word cancer, and they are instantly filled with fear as the only picture they see in 

their mind is of someone who is suffering and weak.

We created this video series as a solution to the overwhelm patients feel once diagnosed.  
This video series will help walk patients and their families through an easy step-by-step process 
on what to do once diagnosed. There are five short lessons with downloadable resources 
attached to each one.  

1. Overcoming The Shock

2. Build Your Treatment Team

3. Build Your Support Team

4. Tools for A Strong Mindset and Emotions

5. A Healthy Soul

Register today to watch the series by using the following link: 

				    www.believebig.org/patientportal

**This video series and all of Believe Big’s resources and services are free to patients due to the generous  
donations of our supporters.  If you would like to contribute and join our vision to see cancer patients and  
their families discover their pathway to healing, please donate by visiting www.BelieveBig.org/donate.  

www.believebig.org/patientportal
www.believebig.org/patientportal
www.BelieveBig.org/donate


Today, as a family, we come before you with heavy hearts, knowing all too well the pain 
and uncertainty that comes with a cancer diagnosis. We’ve stood by the bedside of dear 
friends and cherished family members as they faced this formidable foe, feeling helpless 
in the face of their suffering.

Through these experiences, we’ve witnessed the transformative power of organizations 
like Believe Big. They don’t just treat cancer; they provide holistic support that heals the 
body, mind, and spirit. Serving as the board chair of Believe Big has been an honor for 
our family, allowing us to witness firsthand the incredible impact of their work.

As parents, we’re driven by a deep desire to create a brighter future for our children—one 
where cancer is not a looming threat but a conquerable challenge. We dream of a world 
where every cancer patient has access to the tools and resources they need to navigate 
their journey with hope and dignity.

We envision communities coming together to support those battling cancer, 
offering comfort and strength in their time of need. And we’re committed 
to doing our part to make this vision a reality.

That’s why we invite you to join us in supporting Believe Big. 

Together, let’s spread hope and healing to those who need it most.

GIVING TESTIMONY

The Kelly Family
Pictured L-R: Daniel Kelly, Jacob Kelly, Celeb Kelly, Heidi Kelly, Bryan Kelly, Eli Kelly, and Joshua Kelly

View Video Message, Scan QR



The Believe Big Institute of Health will be a culmination of searching worldwide for innovative oncology 
assessment and treatment. Though integrative oncology programs do exist in academic institutions 
around the country, Believe Big has seen through the years how they fall short of offering a truly 
integrative approach that can change cancer outcomes. We are in the beginning stages of creating an 
institute of health where health-minded individuals will come for a full evaluation to prevent a cancering 
process and cancer patients can find everything they need to heal in one place.

We are a warm and inviting Christian community that will welcome guests of all faiths, backgrounds, and 
gender identities. We are respectful of each person’s beliefs, while at the same time, being true to who 
we are.

Wellness Innovation / Mind, Body & Soul
• Health minded individuals will be able to come for a wellness retreat, to gain valuable  

insight into their metabolic state, and go home with an effective plan to help them thrive 

• Wellness cafe offering therapeutic cooking classes

• Luxury spa and non-toxic aesthetic medicine

• Prevention of disease and enhancement of longevity through biohacking with therapeutic  

nutrition, targeted movement and physical fitness, biofeedback, hot and cold conditioning,  

and light therapies

• Personalized wellness programs including genetic testing, clinical laboratory evaluation, 

acupuncture, chiropractic care, personal training, and more

• A conducive environment to quiet one’s spirit, leave the demands of daily life, and be free to  

seek and deepen a spiritual connection with Christ 

Patient Care
We exist to upgrade the “standard of care” for cancer by moving from the trial and error approach 
inherent in set protocols: 

1. EVALUATE - Before undergoing any treatment, we assess patients’ complete biomedical workup, 
epigenetic blueprint, personal and family history, and lifestyle influences that contributed to or are 
driving their disease process.



Right: A small portion of the 
proposed development plans. 

2. TRANSLATE - Our unique ability to translate this information can take the guesswork out of treatment and 
guide patients to use the correct medications and interventions at the right time throughout their treatment.

3. TREAT - Patients will have access to vetted and research-supported therapies along with re-envisioned 
standard of care in one place. 

 4. INFORM - The data and analytics from our research will provide scientific evidence to inform cancer 
treatment for practitioners and patients well beyond our walls.

Our Mission: To stop cancer from stopping you.

Our Vision: A world where cancer creates an opportunity 

and invitation to heal.

Currently The Believe Big Institute of Health is a virtual network 

of practitioners working together to deliver this approach to 

treatment and prevention. Visit Believe Big’s growing list of 
practitioners to gain access to this care now while we bring 
the physical campus to life.

For more information and to join in this  
initiative, please visit:
www.bbinstituteofhealth.org

For general inquiries, contact Believe Big - 888-317-5850



BEN ABELL

STAGE IV
COLON CANCER

I was diagnosed with a very aggressive stage IV, Gleason scale 
9 out of 10, prostate cancer that had metastasized to my arm. 
For some of us, that diagnosis brings shock. How in the world 
could this happen to me? As a follower of Jesus Christ, I knew 
I needed to first go to him and go to his word.

My wife and I decided to grab a set of verses to carry us through 
this journey. So we picked Philippians 4 and experienced the 
promises of these verses. It says, “Don’t worry about anything. 
Instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need and thank 
him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, 
which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard 
your hearts and your minds as you live in Christ Jesus.”

As we pressed into these verses and promises, we began to 
see God orchestrate through friends and connections a holistic, 
integrated, world-class care team. Our healing journey began 
with the wisdom and direction from the John Hopkins team, 
who encouraged us by saying they wanted to go for a cure.

It also included the amazing team from Believe Big, with their 
helpful, encouraging, practical, and hope-filled resources. These 
resources connected me to an integrative practitioner who 
developed a tailor-made comprehensive protocol for my healing. 
Along with traditional medical and integrative treatments, I’ve 
included consistent exercise in my weekly rhythms and received 
invaluable prayer support.

As of today, my PSA has been undetectable for the last five 
quarters, and I feel healthier and stronger than ever before. 
Words can’t express how thankful I am for my entire care and 
support team, my whole family, and particularly my wife, Laura, 
who has walked every step of the way with me on this journey.

The caregivers are the heroes. One incredible resource is a book 
called Radical Hope. In that book, there’s research on thousands 
of people who have gone into remission, and there are ten 
practices each of them had been doing, one of them being 
a reason to live.

So I conclude by sharing a picture of my family, all 20 of us after 
my 33rd round of treatments of radiation in my pelvic area. It 
was the only day all year long that all of them could have been 
together on December 29th to help me ring the bell.

Friends, if you’ve invested in Believe Big in the past, I want to 
say thank you because what you gave has helped my personal 
healing journey. For all of us, I encourage you to consider giving 
a generous gift to Believe Big. They are doing magnificent work 
and are worthy of our investment.

STORIES OF HOPE



ANGIE 
JURISSON 

STAGE III
COLON CANCER

Two years ago, in the quiet hours of the night, I found 
myself at a crossroads. Diagnosed with stage III colon 
cancer, conventional treatments were not an option due 
to my compromised immune system. Yet, fueled by my 
will to live and the desire to see my grandchild grow up, 
I embarked on a journey in search of hope.

As I scoured the internet, I stumbled upon stories of 
resilience and triumph shared by fellow cancer survivors. 
Their courage ignited a spark within me, a determination to 
overcome. I made a promise to myself and to those around 
me that I would stand before them one day, sharing my own 
story of victory.

So there I sat at my kitchen table, having just undergone 
surgery to remove a significant portion of my colon and over 
60 lymph nodes. But I was determined, driven by a fierce 
resolve to beat this disease.

With the unwavering support of Believe Big, I found 
guidance and strength. From connecting me with 
knowledgeable advocates to facilitating access to alternative 
treatments, Believe Big became my beacon of hope in the 
darkest of times.

Today, as I hold clear CAT scan results in my hands, I am 
reminded of the power of faith and community. I am alive 
because of the dedication and sacrifice of those who 
championed my cause.

To you, dear reader, who may be facing a similar battle, 
I offer these words of encouragement: there is hope. Believe 
Big embraced me in my hour of need, and I am confident 
they will do the same for you.

In closing, I share a scripture that has brought me solace and 
strength on this journey: Psalm 40. "I called to the Lord, and 
He heard my cry. He lifted me up out of the pit, and He set 
my feet on solid ground. He put a new song in my mouth, 
and many will hear it and be glad."

Thank you, Believe Big, for being a vital part of my story. 
And to you, reader, I extend my heartfelt wishes for courage 
and healing.



2023 HIGHLIGHTS

FUNDRAISING EVENTS

Trial Published
The Phase I Trial of 
Intravenous Mistletoe 
in collaboration with 
Johns Hopkins School of 
Medicine was published! 
The conclusions from the 
trial deemed that Mistletoe 
improved a patient's quality 
of life and is safe. The 
recommended Mistletoe 
dosage was also determined 
via the trial. Overall, the trial 
results warranted doing a 
Phase II Trial, a significant 
accomplishment! Visit 
BelieveBig.org to read the 
results, John Hopkins Press 
Release, and ours!

Helixor Conference in 
Ecuador
Believe Big was invited to 
be a part of the Integrative 
Medicine Meeting in 
Quito, Ecuador! We joined 
physicians from all over 
South America learning the 
latest research and practices 
of mistletoe and other 
complementary therapies. Dr. 
Paller from Johns Hopkins 
participated remotely and 
shared the research results of 
the mistletoe trial and other 
natural product trials she 
investigated. Ivelisse shared 
her story and for the first time 
in Spanish! 

Believe Mugs
Our Believe Mug program 
reached new heights, 
engaging the community 
through the arts and 
spreading joy and inspiration. 
Over the course of the year, 
we successfully sent out 545 
painted mugs and hosted 35 
painting events, including 14 
innovative Mugs2Go sessions, 
18 collaborations with local 
businesses, churches, and 
camps, and 3 events with 
various community groups. 
In total, 641 mugs were 
lovingly painted, each serving 
as a symbol of hope and 
connection.

FUNDRAISING DINNER
We held our 12th Annual Fundraising Dinner 
and the event was the first in-person event 
for Believe Big in over two years.  Attendees 
were excited to be back together for a night 
of inspiring stories and updates on the 
latest advances in cancer research. Jennifer 
Gilbert St. John served as the Master of 
Ceremonies, and guests were inspired by the 
stories of hope shared by Terri Zgorski and 
Daniel Wellington. We are so grateful for our 
supporters who came alongside us to help 
cancer patients face, fight, and overcome 
their disease. Since Believe Big began we 
have helped over 1 million people due to 
your generosity. 

Hopkins study highlights mistletoe
therapy
Extract commonly used as cancer treatment
in Europe

3/21/23, 9:04 AM
Page 1 of 4



Pediatric Cancer Support
Providing grants aimed at 
supporting pediatric cancer, 
we recognize the unique 
challenges young patients 
and their families face. We 
have developed a series 
of resources that guide 
parents through their child’s 
cancer journey, offering 
both emotional and practical 
assistance. Our patient 
advocates play a crucial 
role in this process, working 
closely with families to 
navigate the complexities of 
treatment and care. 

Our 1st Development 
Director

As our first Director of 
Development, Rebecca 
brings a deep personal 
commitment to enhancing 
our patient resources. Her 
mother's cancer journey and 
the hopeful legacy left by her 
mother fuel her dedication. 
Rebecca's story is a powerful 
reminder of our core belief: 
while not everyone may be 
cured, there is a path for 
everyone to be healed.

END OF YEAR FUNDRAISER

At the close of every year we hold an end of the 
year fundraiser online. We celebrated milestones 
and shared a variety of patient stories. We 
encouraged supporters to become a “Hope Giver” 
by donating and supporting cancer patients 
with their monthly donations. At Believe Big we 
imagine a future where cancer is no longer a 
death sentence and patients can easily find the 
treatments they need. For Ivelisse, breaking the 
cycle of cancer in her family was a personal victory. 
And because of that, hundreds of others have too. 

Together, we can continue to make a difference in 
the lives of cancer patients and their families.

Ivelisse Overcomes 2nd 
Cancer Diagnosis 
Because of her health practices 
and close monitoring, due 
to her Lynch Syndrome, it 
was found at the earliest 
stage possible (stage 1A 
endometrial). Unlike her first 
diagnosis, she witnessed 
firsthand the immense impact 
Believe Big has on patients 
navigating their cancer journey 
with all its resources and 
network of physicians. She 
walked in peace instead of 
fear. This experience led her 
to see how vital our emotional 
and spiritual health are to our 
physical health. Believe Big has 
now added these vital tools as 
free resources to others.



PATIENT & FAMILY THANK YOU NOTES

WE ARE PRAYING FOR YOU

You have chosen me and have not rejected me. So I will not fear for 
you are with me. I will not be dismayed, for you are my God. You will 
strengthen me and help me; you will uphold me with your righteous 
right hand….For you are the Lord, my God, who takes hold of my right 
hand and says “Do not be afraid; I will help you.” - Isaiah 41:9-13

Dear Believe Big,

I want to say thank you for 
the help you’ve given me. 
I feel so grateful that my 
friend told me about your 
organization.

I received the most 
wonderful phone call from 
Jackie Guidera and was so 
uplifted after she prayed for 
me.  I could feel how much 
she cared. And, I could tell 
that she is truly filled with 
the Holy Spirit.

You issued a grant to help 
pay for my mistletoe therapy 
consultation. Although I have 
not pursued that therapy, 
I gleaned some great 
information from the meeting 
that has been helpful to me.

We are so lucky to have you 
as a resource in Baltimore. 
I feel such appreciation for 
you and what you do. Many, 
many thanks.

With Gratitude,
Tina B.

Thank you all for the most 
thoughtful gifts you sent 
to my family for Christmas.  
We certainly appreciate just 
being remembered.  You 
made an otherwise difficult 
time much more tolerable 
Ronisha was such a “holiday” 
person.  The Christmas 
ornament was so special. 
We hung it where everyone 
could see it.  Again thanks 
for all of the gifts!
Ronald & Pamela M.

Rob would like me to thank 
y’all for the BELIEVE mug. 
How incredibly thoughtful. 
Out of all the help we’ve 
encountered on this journey 
the biggest comfort and 
encouragement are the 
prayers we’ve received. 
I actually remember 
decorating mugs for the 
Believe Big organization 
years ago at church. There’s 
nothing quite as powerful as 
the power of prayer. Thank 
you all for praying on Rob’s 
behalf. 

Oh my goodness, I received 
the most thoughtful gift in 
the mail yesterday evening! 
It brought tears to my eyes. 
I can't wait to enjoy my daily 
teas in the beautiful mug. 

Every morning, I start my day 
with prayer, and it was so 
nice to incorporate the "50 
Days  
of Hope" this morning. You  
all know exactly how to 
support and help people on 
this journey. 

I received my mistletoe 
order in the mail over the 
weekend and successfully 
administered my first 
injection! I also just received 
some blood test results this 
morning that Dr. Clark from 
NatureMed had ordered 
so I think that will be really 
helpful in fine-tuning my 
supplement list and dosages.

I can't tell you how amazed  
I have been about the Believe 
Big organization. You all  
have created something  
truly remarkable, and I am  
so incredibly grateful. 

Many thanks,
Kelly A.
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Thank You

11350 McCormick Road, Executive Plaza I, Suite 100, Hunt Valley, MD 21031

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.  

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD  

your God will be with you wherever you go.

- Joshua 1:9

Believe Big could not thrive and implement our programs without our 
many supporters and our incredible staff who have moved mountains in 
the lives of our patients. Your prayers, time and financial support make  

it possible for us to invest in each patient. We thank you!

Kelly


